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And at Milan, in 381, the Emperor Gratian granted a res-
cript excluding all heretics from the Christian Churches, and
sending them into perpetual exile. The Spaniard Damasus
had been elected Pope in 366, and Priscillian appealed in person
to his compatriot at Rome. But Idacius and Ithacius were at
Rome before him. And he accordingly failed even to obtain
an audience of the Pope.

Turning back undismayed to Milan, he contrived by judicious
bribes to the palace officials, to obtain the rescission of the
Impei'ial rescript; and returning triumphant to Spain, he in-
duced Volventius the Vicar to summon Idacius and Ithacius to
appear before him as defendants in some legal process. What
the charge was, we know not; we only know that the orthodox
bishops declined to appear before the Imperial Diocesan, and
fled for safety and succour to Troves.

Seville was the capital of the diocese. Milan was the capital
of the Empire. But Troves was the capital of the Prefecture
of Gaul. And at Treves, Maximus, himself a Spaniard, dis-
contented with the prefectorial purple, had recently (384)
proclaimed himself Caesar. Thus inclined to orthodoxy, the
bishops appealed to him not in vain. A council, by the com-
mand of the Imperial usurper, was convoked at Burdegala or
Bordeaux, in 385. Priscillian and Instantius were summoned,
and duly appeared; the councillors delayed to determine, and
showed themselves unwilling even to discuss; and the defen-
dants, unable to obtain a fair hearing, demanded that the case
should be remitted for the decision of Caesar himself. The
appeal was allowed ; and the Spanish Christians, the accusers
and the accused, journeyed on to the august city on the Moselle.
A court was constituted by Maximus. The prefect presided.
The orthodox bishops prosecuted; and the issue was never
doubtful. Priscillian and his followers were pronounced guilty
of heresy, and their offence to be worthy of death; and the
sentence was confirmed by the pious Maximus, whose hands
were yet "red with the blood of the murdered Gratian".1
Priscillian was immediately executed. Euchrocia and one or
two presbyters shared his fate. Instantius and Salvianus, with
a number of heretics of lesser degree, were banished to the
dreary exile of the Scilly Isles, off the coast of Britain.

Idacius and Ithacius were triumphant.2    For a short time,

1 Socrates, Hist. Eccl., v., ii.

2 Idacius is said to have been afterwards excommunicated by St. Ambrose in
389.   As to his tenure of the See of Merida, see Masdeu, torn. vii.; Ihistradon,